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TRIBUTE TO DALE K. JOHNSON, 

RANDALL KAHLE, AND RONNIE 
BENNETT 

HON. DAVID W. JOLLY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 21, 2016 

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to rec-
ognize three members of our community, Mr. 
Dale K. Johnson, Mr. Randall Kahle, and Mr. 
Ronnie Bennett for being selected by the St. 
Petersburg Civitan Club as citizens of Pinellas 
whose work for the community exemplifies the 
club’s pillars of service, fellowship, and knowl-
edge. 

Civitan International is an association of vol-
unteer service clubs that started in 1917 and 
now has more than 40,000 members across 
the country and internationally. The mission of 
this collection of groups is to build good citi-
zenship by creating a volunteer network of 
service clubs that address individual and com-
munity needs. They specialize in serving peo-
ple with developmental disabilities. 

The St. Petersburg chapter was established 
on April 12, 1921, and for the past 95 years 
it has been a part of many efforts to support 
children and adults who require extra assist-
ance due to a disability. 

Since 1986, the St. Petersburg chapter has 
honored and recognized outstanding members 
of the Police and Fire departments of the 
area. This year, the three honorees are: Police 
Field Training Officer Dale K. Johnson, Fire 
Officer Randall Kahle, and Firefighter Ronnie 
Bennett. These three have exemplified the 
high standards of the Civitan Club, serving 
people across Pinellas who are especially in 
need of assistance. I am very happy to have 
them as my neighbors here in Pinellas Coun-
ty. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to acknowledge 
these three exceptional individuals for their 
hard work. They are most deserving of this 
recognition from the Civitan Club and I hope 
they continue to support those in need within 
Pinellas County. I ask that this body join me 
in thanking these three exceptional individuals 
for their exceptional service. 
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HONORING THE SHEPHERD’S 
CENTER OF OAKTON-VIENNA 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 21, 2016 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the volunteers of the Shepherd’s Cen-
ter of Oakton-Vienna and to thank them for 
their many contributions to the Northern Vir-
ginia community. Organized in 1997, the 
Shepherd’s Center of Oakton-Vienna (SCOV) 
is a non-profit that provides services to help 
older adults continue living independently, and 
it offers programs that supply opportunities for 
enrichment, learning, and socialization. 

Every year, approximately 200 volunteers 
support older residents who want to age in 
place in their homes and stay engaged in so-
cial activities. Services are available free of 
charge to anyone age 50 or older who resides 
in the local community. 

Last year was a particularly successful year 
for SCOV, whose volunteer drivers provided 

more than 1,400 round-trip rides for medical 
reasons and other errands. Volunteers also 
made regular contact with individuals who may 
have limited interaction and may feel isolated 
in their homes. ‘‘Handy Helpers’’ made minor 
home repairs to help older adults keep their 
homes safe and livable. The Health Team pro-
vided individual health counseling, referral to 
community resources, and blood pressure 
readings. 

All told, SCOV served more than 3,000 indi-
viduals in 2015. Volunteers also run programs 
such as Lunch n’ Life, Adventures in Learning, 
trips and outings, special events, and care-
givers’ support groups. In 2014, SCOV was 
recognized for these efforts as an Outstanding 
Volunteer Caregiving Program by the National 
Volunteer Caregiving Network. 

The services and programs offered by this 
extraordinary organization help to ensure that 
our seniors stay connected to the community 
through the promotion of active lifestyles, on-
going social integration, and availability of re-
sources for older residents to use and share 
their experience, training, and skills. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in recognizing the Shepherd Center of 
Oakton-Vienna for its work to enable older 
adults in our community to age in place and 
enjoy their golden years with dignity and inde-
pendence. I thank the many volunteers who 
generously dedicate their time and efforts to 
the welfare of our neighbors. The value of 
their contributions cannot be overstated and 
are deserving of our highest praise. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF DR. ANDREA 
P. THAU, AMERICAN OPTO-
METRIC ASSOCIATION PRESI-
DENT-ELECT 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 21, 2016 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize Dr. An-
drea P. Thau, a physician whose practice is 
located in the district I represent. Dr. Thau has 
been elected the 94th President of the Amer-
ican Optometric Association, AOA, and will 
begin her term during the AOA 119th annual 
meeting on July 2, 2016, in Boston. 

Dr. Thau is a graduate of the SUNY College 
of Optometry and is the owner of a private 
practice in Manhattan. She was first elected to 
the American Optometric Association Board of 
Trustees in 2007, and elected President-Elect 
at the 118th Annual AOA Congress & 45th 
Annual AOSA Conference: Optometry’s Meet-
ing in June 2015. In addition to her leadership 
in this national organization, Dr. Thau has 
made great contributions in service to her 
state and local community. Dr. Thau was the 
first woman president of the New York State 
Optometric Association, the New York Acad-
emy of Optometry, and the Optometric Society 
of the City of New York. 

Along with her many leadership roles, Dr. 
Thau is also an advocate and educator in the 
field. A champion for children’s vision, Dr. 
Thau has advocated on their behalf both 
statewide and nationally. She is also a found-
ing member and former vice president of the 
New York Children’s Vision Coalition. As a 
spokesperson for the American Optometric 

Association, she has been featured on tele-
vision, radio and in print to educate the public 
about eye and vision care. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Dr. Andrea Thau as she begins 
her term as President of the American Opto-
metric Association. I am proud to join her 
friends and colleagues in congratulating her 
on this outstanding professional achievement. 
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TRIBUTE TO EVA NEWSOME 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 21, 2016 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation: 

Whereas, one hundred years ago a virtuous 
woman of God, Eva Bell Hicks Newsome was 
born in Reynolds, Taylor County, Georgia on 
April 16, 1916 to Mr. Ezekiel and Mrs. Mahalia 
Hicks; and 

Whereas, she grew up in Reynolds, Georgia 
and was married to Mr. LB Newsome, Sr. for 
76 years; their union has blessed our district 
and nation with four children and a host of 
grand, great, great-great and great-great-great 
grandchildren; and 

Whereas, this phenomenal Proverbs 31 
woman has shared her time and talents as a 
wife, mother and friend, becoming a Georgia 
citizen of great worth, a fearless leader and a 
servant to all by always advancing the lives of 
others; and 

Whereas, Mrs. Newsome has been blessed 
with a long, happy life, devoted to God and 
credits it all to the Will of God; and 

Whereas, Mrs. Newsome is celebrating a 
remarkable milestone; her 100th Birthday. Her 
family and friends are pausing to acknowledge 
a woman who has been revered by many as 
a pillar of her community; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and extend well wishes to Mrs. 
Newsome on her birthday and recognize her 
for an exemplary life that has been an inspira-
tion to all; now therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ 
JOHNSON, Jr. do hereby proclaim April 16, 
2016 as Mrs. Eva Bell Hicks Newsome Day in 
the 4th Congressional District of Georgia. 

Proclaimed, this 16th day of April, 2016. 
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RECOGNIZING PRINCE WILLIAM 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF FIRE 
AND RESCUE RECRUIT CLASS 
2015–02 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 21, 2016 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate the 2015–02 Prince William County 
Public Safety Training Center graduates. As 
they prepare to join the ranks of the Prince 
William County Department of Fire and Res-
cue, which is celebrating its 50th year, I en-
courage the 21 graduates to reflect on the his-
tory of the department and the contributions 
and dedication of the brave men and women 
who have served to protect our community for 
the last half century. 
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